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For more than 30 years, I have been wonderingabout L.R. Generson.

On one of our first Christmases together, myhusband gave me a complete set
of Dickens. Therewere 20 volumes, bound in gray cloth with black corners, o
Id but in good condition. Stamped onthe flyleaf of each volume, in faded bloc
k letters, was the name of the previous owner:

"L.R.Generson, M.D., Bronx, NY."

That Dickens set is one of the best presents anyone has ever given me. A co
uple of the booksare still pristine, but others - "Bleak House,”

“David Copperfield,” and especially “GreatExpectations”

- have been read and re-

read almost to pieces. Over the years, the characterkept me company . And s
o, , has L.R. Generson. in his silent enigmatic way.

Did he love the books as much as I do? Who was he? On a whim, I Googled
him. There wasn’tmuch - a single mention on a veterans’ website of a World
War II captain named LeonardGenerson. But I did find a Dr. Richard Generso
n, an oral surgeon living in New Jersey. SinceGenerson is not a common nam
e, I decided to write to him.

Dr. Generson was kind enough to write back. He told me that his father, Leon
ard RichardGenerson, was born in 1909. He lived in New York City but went t
o medical school in Basel,Switzerland. He spoke 10 languages fluently. As an
obstetrician and gynecologist, he opened apractice in the Bronx shortly befor
e World War II. His son described him as “an extremelypatriotic individual”; r
ight after Pearl Harbor he closed his practice and enlisted. He servedthrougho
ut the war as a general surgeon with an airborne special forces unit in Europe
, Wherehe became one of the war’s most highly decorated physicians.
Leonard Generson’s son didn't remember the Dickens set, though he told me
that there werealways a lot of novels in the house. His mother probably “clea
ned house” after his father'sdeath in 1977

- the same year my husband bought the set in a used book store.

I found this letter very moving, with its brief portrait of an intelligent, brave
man and his life ofservice. At the same time, it made me question my presu
mption that somehow L.R. Genersonand I were connected because we’d own
ed the same set of books. The letter both told me alittle about him, and told
me that I would never really know anything about him - and whyshould I? Hi
s son must have been startled to hear from a stranger on such a fragile prete
xt.What had I been thinking?
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One possible, and only somewhat facetious, answer is that I've read too muc
h Dickens. In theworld of a Dickens novel, everything is connected to everyth
ing else. Orphans find families.Lovers are joined (or parted and morally stren
gthened). Ancient mysteries are solved and oldscores are settled. Questions
are answered. Stories end.

Leonard Generson'’s life touched mine only lightly, through the coincidence of
a set of books.But there are other lives he touched more deeply. The next ti
me I read a Dickens novel, I willthink of him and his military service and his
10 languages. And I will think of the hundreds ofbabies he must have deliver

ed, who are now in the middle of their own lives and their ownstories.
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Section 2

Delta Water Faucet Company, with its headquarters located in Indiana, U.S., i
s the coreenterprise of the U.S. listed Masco Corporation. As one of the world
Top 500 Enterprises, theCorporation remains the lead in furnishing and deco
rating industry, boasting over 70subsidiaries in the U.S. and around the word
, With more than 61,000 employees worldwide andan annual sales volume of
over 12.1 billion US dollars.

Delta has all along been the leader of water faucet producing industry since it
s founder, Mr.Alex Manoogian, invented the single-

handle water faucet with epoch-

making significance in1954. It is the first American water faucet corporation t
o have successfully obtained thecertification of ISO 9001 Quality Standard Ce
rtification. Over the past more than five decades,Delta has become the symb
ol of reliable quality, delicateness and durability, and productsdeserving the p
rice. The past more than five decades has marked the leadership of thecorpor
ation in its industry and the product has been symbolized by its reliable qualit
y,delicate design, durability and better value for money.

Delta owns five large factories in the U.S., Canada and China, with an annual
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output of XXX.Delta’s products are now winning greater popularity among (ar
e winning more access to)families in the U.S. and around the world. Nowaday
s, over 200 million Delta water faucets areinstalled all over the world, and th

e brand is the top choice for global plumbing experts.

As the global expert of water faucets and relevant products, Delta can compr
ehensivelymeet all the requirements of global customers on designs, function

s, quality and outwardappearance.
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